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REFLECTIONS, 

ON  INSPECTING  A  MILL. 

T  T  TH AT  a  curious,  what  a  com^ 
VV  plicated  machine  is  this  to 
which  I  have  been  introduced  !  How 
numerous  are  the  wheels, and  shafts, 
and  beams,  and  other  ariicles,  to  the 
very  names  of  wT  ich  1  am  a  total 
stranger,  of  which  it  is  composed! 
yrt  oot  one  could  he  ditpensod  with^ 

place,  and  cculit  not  be  femt^ved 
without  putting  the  whole  fabric  in¬ 
to  disorder,  and  impeding  or  entirely 
flopping;  Ihc  process  which  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  carry  on.  Even  without 
cny  external  violence  the  friction  of 
the  different  parts  must  impcrccpti- 

h!v  wear  them  awav,  and  occasion 
*  *  * 

them  to  stand  in  need  oi"  trequert 
.  repairs,  and  in  a  course  of  rime  t!  ».  j 
,  vhule'will  no  douhtlccojiic  rulncuj  * 
'^nd  fall  to  the  groond. 

But  !ct  me  consider  a  little.  Have 
I  never  seen  a  tihachine  nsore  curi¬ 
ous,  more  iqtiicate,  ana  astonisiii.ig 
than  that  \?liich  I'  ah,  non  ctmtenj- 
plating  ?  I  surely  !id\4  :  nor  nofu 
I  stir  from  the  spot  on  nhich  I  now 
'Stand  to  view  it  again.  'i'Jiis  body, 
vhich  hasdbr  *o  many  years  been 
T.i}'  p  ost  intimate  ermpar.inu,  is  far 
•  .ore  curlouslv  cnntrlvf  d.nio:,  fea’r- 
Jtitly  and  '..t'ln.erl  wret:^';.*.  tJir.n 
*he  mill,  or  ai-y  oth.  *ece  cf.  me¬ 
chanism  ihe  e\c 


held.  Here  I  find  an  a55cmHage  of 
bones, and  joints,  and  ligamenis.mus- 
clcs,  and  nerves:  arteries,  uir.s, 
glands,  and  valves  ;  and  a  vaiieiy  of 
ether  parts  ;  all  put  together  in  the 
nicest  and  most  exact  order,  and  eve¬ 
ry  one  rendered  subscr\icnt  to  the 
general  good,  and  the  whole  covered 
with  a  soft  moist  substance,  whicJi 
we  rail  flesh  ;  and  snpcrcovercd 
v^ith  a  this  transparent  sHn,  (or  ra- 
xher  with  two  'r  ?*.:  cnc*^ 

and  comeliness  to  the  whole  nia*js, 
and  preserv  es  it  from  many  an  cx- ' 
temul  injury  to  which  it  v  rule  dC> 
erwise  be  exposed.  Bishc.'  V-t- 
kins  informs  us  that  a  human 
contains  284  bones,  the  disiir.ct 
scopes,  or  intentions  of  which  are 
net  less  than  one  hundred  th^u^ar.d. 
He  lel!s  rsth.at  Gslen  reckons  up¬ 
wards  of  COO  several  muscle*,  the 
ends  or  arn.s  of  which  an-cuiu  to 
more  than  f.OOO.  Keiil,  l  ev*  ever, 
according  to  Dr.  Faley,  ccm.puto 
the  mu£cl«s  to  be  440.  7'he  pores 
cr  meshes  of  the  skin  are  so  irccn- 
ceivably  fine,  that  Lewenhccck  nf- 
fi ms  that  a  single  grain  of  sand  will 
covfr  125,000  of  them  !  And  ss  to 
t!  €  laetrals,  nerves,  blocd-vessels, 
fee.  they  defy  all  coniputaticn,  z  u,\ 
put  our  arithmetic  to  the  Lir.sh.  Yc  r 
not  cnc  of  all  these  comj.rnent  p?.:  :i 
could  be  spared;  each  bus  its  rp- 
point^i!  ei)d  toansvtr,  artd  the  re- 
inoval  i  I'lhe  Mrallc-i 

v't'^seJ  or  wcu:d  tl-iow  uc 
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whole  frame  out  of  orJer,  and  per¬ 
haps  ciiilan^ci*  its  destruction.  How 
astunishinjrj  is  the  contrivance  and 
execution  of  this  curious  piece  of 
w'orivmauship  !  I  low  soon  arc  all  mr 
faculties  lost  and  bewlldeiod  in  the 
contemplation  of  myself! 

While  I  inspect  the  mill^  one 
thoujjht  naturally  and  spontaneously 
arises,  namely,  that  such  a  machine 
must  have  had  a  maker-  I  should  | 
be  angry  with  any  one  wh  »  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  put  such  an  ullVont  upon 
my  Uiivlerstanding  as  to  persuade 
me,  either  that  it  had  stood  upon  the 
spot  it  now  occupies  from  eternity, 
or  t!\at  t!)e  various  materials  of 
which  it  is  composed  had  been  bro’t 
tog^tlier  an:]  arranged  with  such  ex¬ 
act  sym^nctry  rmd  order  by  mere 
accident  or  chance.  Nay  ;  \  am  not 
only  convinced  that  aji  architect 
must  haue  been  emph>yed,  but  that 
that  architect,  or  at  least  the  original 
in  venter,  must  Iiwc  been  a  person 
of  greu  wisd!>m  and  ingenuity.  And 
ifthi>  15  clear  respecting  tlie  mill, 
surely  ills  impossible  that  any  doubt 
can  be  ontertuined  upon  the  subject 
with  regard  to  the  far  mare  complex 
maciiine  with  which  I  stafid  so  inti- 
matclv  connected.  If  the  oi*e  eould 
not  have  been  produced  Nvithont  the 
labor  and  skill  of  the  mill -w light, 
mucli  lesscouM  the  other  have  bten 
ibrmed  without  tl:e  intervention  of 
a  wise  and  Dowerfai  artist.  An  artist, 
as  much  superior  to  the  mechanic  in 
knowledge  and  in  skill,  as  the  cleli- 
cru?  and  inimitable  workmanship  of 
the  former,  transcends  thecompai- 
a:iveiy  clumsy,  and' bungling  per¬ 
formance  of  the  latter.  Besides,  I 
perceive  on  examination,  that  the 
mill  is  not  furnished  with  any  ability 
to  move  itself  without  the  application 
o:  some  external  ;>owcr.  Where  it 
wa-j  place  1  at  first  it  still  remains  ; 
ncr  can  any  of  the  ncighi)ors  recol¬ 
lect  a  single  pci'cgrination  wlncdi  it 
iKis  ever  inaac  >  it  cannot  even  set 


in  motion  its  own  apparatus  without' 
the  assistance  of  the  miller,  aided  bv 
the  force  ol  the  wind.  But  it  is  far 
otherwise  witli  tiiis  body.  The  ar¬ 
chitect  which  formed  it  has  endued 
it  w  itli  tlic  powvr  of  locomotion  ;  so 
that  it  can  travel  from  place  to  place, 
and  diicct  its  enurs':  wii#*thcr  it 
jileases:  An  I  as  to  its  internal 
chinrry,  various  and  complex  as  it 
is,  all  its  '  |)u rati. ins  arc  incessantly 
carried  on  in  tlie  most  rcgubo  nian- 
r»cr,  not  only  without  any  vi.ablc  ex¬ 
ternal  agency,  but  even  without  its 
own  foretiiought  or  direction.  *J  his 
power  of  motion  conviiu  es  me  that 
I  possess,  in  common  witli  all  the 
animals  \  see  moving  around  me,’  r. 
certain  something  which  we  call 
life.  And  as  it  is  evident  that  I  could 
not  impart  this  princijilc  of  life  to 
myself  before  I  pos'^essed  it;  and 
that  tl)e  wisest  and  most  ingenious 
of  men  have  never  been  able  to  bc- 
itov  it  upon  any  of  their  produc¬ 
tions  ;  I  draw  fiv>m  hence  another 
argument  to  prove  the  operation  of 
some  invisible  agent,  and  his  vast 
superiority  over  the  sons  of  nien. 
But  further — f  find  that  I  have  net 
only  Ibis  kind  of  sensitive  life  whic.h 
places  me  upon  a  level  w  ith  the  bru¬ 
tal  tribes,  but  that  I  am  oosscssed  of 

4 

pow’crs  and  faculties  of  a  far  nobh’r 

and  more  sublime  nature  which  raise 

me  inucli  r.bovc  them.  By  the  ex- 

0 

ercisc  of  these,  I  am  enabled  to  re¬ 
flect  on  past  occurrances  ;  to  ob¬ 
serve  presiint  events  ;  and  to  antici¬ 
pate  futuio^  prospects.  I  can  con¬ 
template  the  beautiful  scenes  of  na¬ 
ture  wliich  surround  me  ;  and 
survey  the  starry  lieavcns  which  roil 
above  my  head  ;  and  can  even  carry 

niv  views  bevond  the  utmost  bouu- 
^  ¥ 

ihiricsofihc  vast  creation,  into  the 

invisiine  and  eternal  slate.  Bv  these 

0 

•  oo,  1  can  form  a  regular  plan  of  ac¬ 
tion, and  carry  it  into  execution  v.  !ion 
formed  ;  and  by  duly  investigating 
1  causes  and  their  eflVcts,  can  learn  to 
chcjosc  the  eocd,  and  refuse  tiie  cyib 
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Son  of  mun  may  come  to  call  thee 
hence,”  canst  thou  wiilingly  and 
cheerfully  rerpond,  “  Amen  :  even 
so,  Come  Lord  Jesus  . 

O  my  adorble  Redeemer,  I  have 
no  preparation  for  clealh  ;  1 

seek  no  other  meeVness  for  elernai 
life,  than  that  whicii  flows  frotn  thy 
f>Ur<loiiin>J  hlcKxI,  antf  thine,  all-per¬ 
fect  rifjlitconsness.  In  the^e  ii  all 
mv  hope  and  all  my  confidence : 
these  shall  constitute  my  only  plea 
before  the  I'ithtr’s  throne  ;  and 
with  a  sweet  sense  of  interest  in 
them,  1  will  undauntedly  face  my 
stintless  foe,  nor  tremble  at  h.is  ter¬ 
rific  form.  My  crimes  have  been 
Thore  than  suflicit  nt  to  sink  me  iiUo 
the  j^ulph  of  remediless  wee;  but 
thy  meiits  infinitely  out\veiij;li  tliem 
Ui ;  and  give  to  me  and  all  v/lio 
trust  therein,  a  title  to  bliss  imsncak- 
J)lc  and  everlasting.  I  wifi  liicrc- 
fjre,  make  mention  oi  tliy  righteous¬ 
ness,  even  of  thine  only.  When  I 
close  mine  eyes  hi  deatii,  be  tliou 
ray  Lord  and  SHvhuir,  nigh  to  sup¬ 
port  my  cirofjping  head,  and  cl.oer 
Tiiy  faiiuing  spirits.  Help  my  pale 
(|uiveriiig  li[)s  with  their  latest 
breath  to  nuiguify  tliy  grace,  and  re¬ 
commend  ihce  to  my  fedow-bin- 
ners  :  anil  when  mv  sou(  is  eman¬ 
cipated  from  its  clayey  prison,  ()  do 
thou  receive  it,  bear  it  fi^r  from  t!ic 
doleful  regions  of  eternal  darkness, 
and  give  it  an  abundant  entrace  into 
those  bliss.^u!  abodes,  wliere  night 
shall  be  no  more,  and  where  fiec 
from  sin  and  every  oth.cr  interrup¬ 
tion,  I  shall  see  thv  Tace,  and  sing 
thy  praises,  for  ever  and  for  ever. 


L.  T. 


Sandwich. 


Amongst  the  lamentable  conse- 
^neaecs  ofsin,  it  is  cerlainlv  not  the 


least,  that  it  either  causes  us  to  live 
in  the  neglect  of  prayer,  or  render^ 
our  prayers  unacceptable.  ‘‘  If  I 
regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the 
I^ord  will  not  heaar  iric,’*  said  (bet 
Psalmist,  tlius  teaching  us,  that,  t/tc 
ifruml  rtan'jii  uhy  fjur Jttiilions  rtn  airi 
una)U\virtd  beCauae  sin  is  stcrctly 
cheribhed.  Can  it  be  doubted  by  a- 
ny  one  who  professes  to  believe  tho 
scriptures,  that  prayer  Xs  a  duty,  not 
limited  to  particular  iudividuaJs,  tut 
oi  universal  obligation  ;  not  conlined 
to  special  occasions,  but  to  be  prac¬ 
tised  habiuially  ;  not  meieiy  to 
performcdjbuttobe  performed  in  s/d  : 
rit  and  in  truth  ?  If  prayer  be  an  aet 
of  deep  liiimiliaiion  btfore  God,  in 
which  we  acknowledge  ourdeptr.d- 
auce  upon  him,  express  our  wants, 
and  gratefully  record  his  mercies  ; 

hat  individual  can  conceive  himscl  i 
exempt  from  obiigation  (o  tf.e  con¬ 
stant  and  spifitual  discharge  cf  iiis 
duty?  Yet  alas!  ptofesshig  Chris¬ 
tians  arc  found,  i^ho  make  it  their 
boast,  that  tl:cy  arc  by  the  law  of  lib¬ 
erty,  freed  from  all  moral  obliga¬ 
tions,  and  presume,  tliat  though  tbs 
duties  o:  the  closet  and  of  tlie  fan.i- 
ly  be  neglected,  yet  their  piety  cugl  t 
not  to  be  called  in  quesiicn  ;  the/ 
are  \^ithcut  doubt  the  elect  of  Cod. 

1  o  the  ihw  and  to  the  testimony,  u 
may  coiuidently  appeal.  Does  nr: 
tlr.s  dutv  eiitijr  into  everv  doctunc, 
precept,  example,  and  orclinaiice  of 
the  gospel  ?  Is  not  the  spin:  cfixii. 
gion  and  of  clirislianity  in  nuinercus 
instances  indentified  with  a  spirit  c: 
prayer  }  If  Cod  ha^  prGmi.>ed  Ui 
hear  prayciV’  the  pious,  but  ceject- 
ed  Christian  will  ask,  why  do  mv 
petitions  rviiiain  so  long  unanswer¬ 
ed  Perhaps  th.e  foliowing  brief 
hints  may  lead  to  a  solution  of  th*i 
dlfriculty.  Has  (^od  fu'cmised  im- 
condilionaliy  and  will'uut  reserve  to 
bc-stow  \Yhat  h/is  ei  ildren  ask  .  M:-y 
not  the  goodness  of  Caix!  h*}  se.  li  \  % 
wiiijholdlng,  as  vvc.l  us  in  gran::! . 
Arc  we  net  tu::;;’  :  to  ii.  JcP,. 


Poetry. 


rencc  to  the  will  of  God,  which  im¬ 
plies  the  right  of  reserve  ?  Or  if 
tiiesc  solutions  be  unsatisfactory, 
consider  seriously— Is  there  not 
some  worm  at  the  root,  that  not  on¬ 
ly  causes  spiritual  dcclenfions,  but 
also  withers  your  oHerings,  before 
they  reach  the  throne  of  the  Most 
High  ?  Is  there  not  some  latent  prin¬ 
ciple  of  evil  which  cools  your  ardor, 
damps  your  zeal,  clogs  your  devo¬ 
tion,  and  pollutes  your  prayers  f  Is 
there  not  some  sin  which  easily  be¬ 
sets  you,  and  which,  (while  you  re¬ 
sist  sins  in  general,)  daily  lead  you 
into  captivity.  Is  there  not  an  un¬ 
due  attachment,  or  conlormity  to 
the  world,  an  inordinate  love  of 
wealth,  or  self-gratifications,  all  of 
which  are  opposed  to  the  love  of 
God  ?  Are  not  these  enough  to  poi¬ 
son  your  comforts,  to  rob  you  of  the 
blessing  and  to  render  your  prayers, 
however  frequent,  or  even  fervent, 
unavailing  ?  Can  you  hope  to  suc¬ 
ceed  at  the  court  of  heaven,  with  a 
lie  in  your  riglit  hand  ;  with  a  heart 
devoted  to  idols  ;  or  even  a  divid¬ 
ed  heart  V*  Of  what  importance  is 
it  therefore  to  acceptable  worship, 
that  the  heart  be  right  in  the 
sight  of  God  r 


Rejleciion, 


Objects  most  common  are  gen¬ 
erally  least  thought  of ;  yet  from 
these  very  objects  is  to  be  derived 
the  most  wisdom.  For  from  what 
is  bat  known^  may  be  drawn  the 
most  instructive  inferences. 


1/ymn for  a  Sundmji  School, 


Indulgent  Father  1  with  whose  caro 
Our  infancy  was  blest, 

Still  may  our  youth,  Ihy  goodneu 
share. 

Reposing  on  Ihy  breast. 


Preserve  from  guilt  our  tender 
years, 

Restore  our  wandering  feet, 

Nor  let  us  slight  our  parents  tears, 
Lest  we  tliy  vengeance  meet. 
Why  arc  wc  not  as  thousands  arc, 
Breaking  thy  sabbaths,  Lord  ? 
Why'  thus  preserv’d  from  Satan 
snare  ? 


I. 


Why  taught  to  read  thy  word  ? 


Shall  wc  thy  c  hoicest  gifts  abuse, 
And  scorn  l!iy  olTcr’d  grate  ? 
Shall  wc  the  paths  of  folly  chose, 
Nor  learn  to  seek  thy  face  i 


Forbid  it.  Lord  !  our  licarts  rcnc\» 
Destroy  the  love  of  sin  ! 

And  if  v/e  ne’er  repentance  knew 
N  cw  help  us  to  begin. 


Our  kindred  die,  and  wc  must  sooi 
Before  thy  bar  appear  ; 

Our  sun  may  set  before  ’tis  noon. 
And  heaven  or  hell  is  near 


CoMMusiCArioys  for  the  FeU' 
gicus  and  Aloral  (lazcttr^i  free  'J 

ftostc^c^  v)iU  kc  ^raUfuUy  rtceired. 
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